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PLANNING CALENDAR

Apr 27: Spring meeting, Noon to 4:00 pm
Gary J. Arthur Community Center, Glenwood
May 29-Jun 1: 4-day Margaret Evans workshop,
Havre de Grace
Jun 15: MPS Board Meeting
Jul 12-Sept 9: Artist Members Exhibit,
Kentlands Mansion, Gaithersburg
Jul 13: Summer meeting, Noon to 4:00 pm
Gary J. Arthur Community Center, Glenwood
Sept 14: MPS Board Meeting
Oct 19: Fall meeting, Noon to 4:00 pm
Gary J. Arthur Community Center, Glenwood
Nov 14-16: 3-day Aline Ordman workshop,
Rockville
Nov 16: SOP, Strathmore Mansion, Rockville
Dec 15: MPS Board Meeting

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings to all and Happy Spring!

April is here with its promise of renewal. And speaking of renewal, our Membership
committee has been busy organizing names and addresses now that our yearly renewal
campaign is over. Soon we will send out a newly updated 2019 MPS Members List for
your information. Your MPS board has been busy planning an exciting year of learning
and loving the medium of soft pastel and you're sure to be delighted.

Please join us at our spring general meeting on April 27th with Jeri Greenberg as our
demonstrator. Jeri is a member of the Master Circle of IAPS, as well as many other pastel
societies, including MPS. Jeri is an art educator and regularly gives demonstrations and
workshops. We will learn much from this experienced artist, well versed in teaching her
technique in pastel painting.

Later in the year, our summer general meeting on July 13th highlights photographer
David Allison, who will give us invaluable information on photographing our artwork,
including proper settings and lighting, as well as editing and formatting of files for online
submission to exhibitions. October 19th is the date for our fall general meeting featuring
a demonstration by landscape and abstract painter Gail Beem. Known for her strong
use of color, Gail's work has been recognized both regionally and nationally. She has
taught numerous workshops and given many demonstrations in the Pittsburgh, PA area.

Two great workshops have been planned for your artistic consideration. May 29th
through June 1st will be the dates of our 4-day Margaret Evans Workshop in Havre de
Grace.
Aline Ordman will provide a 3-day workshop on November 14th through 16th. Both are
renowned contemporary artists and workshop instructors.

Attention Artist Members! You are featured in our upcoming juried exhibition just for you
with "New Perspectives", July 12th through September 9th, at the Kentlands Mansion
in Gaithersburg.

https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#
https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#
http://marylandpastelsociety.com


I encourage all to enter our very prestigious biennial national juried exhibition, "Shades
of Pastel", which will take place from November 16th through January 6th, 2020, at the
Strathmore Mansion in Rockville. Aline Ordman will be the juror and judge.

Besides all this we are planning some great opportunities to paint plein air at venues
of interest during group paint-outs.

Whew, I hope I've not missed anything! As always, I encourage you all to get to know one
another and introduce yourselves to MPS board members. We welcome your ideas as
well as need your willingness to volunteer to make our artistic organization more
successful than ever.

See you on the 27th,  
Kim Stone

NEXT MEETING

“Make the Ordinary, Extraordinary”

You won't want to miss our next meeting on
April 27th with Jeri Greenberg. After many
years as a fashion illustrator and designer, Jeri
took time off to raise a family while working from
home as a textile and graphic designer. Having
time to devote herself to painting again, and
finding a love of pastels has led to a new and
interesting next act. Pastels are an immediate
tool to express feelings, and the perfect vehicle
in which to “Make the Ordinary, Extraordinary”
and tell stories in paintings.

Jeri loves painting still life, urban interiors,
figures and fabrics, and landscape art as well.
She teaches weekly classes in the NJ/NY area,
holds workshops in many states and has juried
pastel exhibitions. To see more of Jeri's work
go to jerigreenbergart.com.

"Corner Comfort" by Jeri Greenberg

As always, please remember to bring: a lunch for yourself and a recent work to
display and receive feedback. Also please bring food to share and remember to put
your name in the box for a door prize.

See you on Saturday, April 27th, at the Gary J. Arthur Community Center, Glenwood,
MD.
Noon to 4:00 pm.

RECENT MEETING

MPS member Tara Will gave an enlightening
demonstration at our 2019 winter meeting on
January 26th. Tara is a graduate of Mount
Saint Mary’s University with a BA in Art and
Philosophy and is an IAPS Master Circle
Member. She specializes in pastel painting and
has a fearless approach to plein air painting.

Tara first showed us her very sturdy Gloucester
Easel, which is an A-frame type easel. When
painting plein air, it will stand up to a gale and
holds larger boards than other plein air easels.
A palette box fits nicely on the crossbars and
can be secured with bungee cords. (below)

http://www.jerigreenbergart.com
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Recreation-and-Parks/Facilities/Gary-J-Arthur-Community-Center


Tara prefers to work on Sennelier’s La Carte paper that she first
mounts onto archival ACM panels to stay rigid when outdoors.
She says any archival glue will work. She works with many pastel
brands and some of her favorites are Diane Townsend, Henry
Roche, and Terry Ludwig, especially Ludwig’s rich dark purple
color, Eggplant.

Tara demonstrated a painting of a field of black-eyed susans
while loosely working from a photograph. She begins by lightly
drawing with a wax pencil or China marker, keeping shapes big
while being aware of proportions. Tara prefers to compose on the
paper rather than do preliminary sketches. She gets an idea
quickly and proceeds to map it out. She says pastel is very
forgiving.

Tara paints what excites her first instead of
always dark to light. She breaks down
flowers to two values of color, light and
shadow (left). There is no real detail at first
as she indicates shadow and light areas.
Letting the painting speak to her, she adds
a flower here or there for balance.

Tara works all over the format at one time.
She uses negative spaces to define
shapes as the painting progresses.
Background shapes have less focus and
less saturated color. She says her painting
is done “when it stops getting better.”

Finally, (right) she shared with us how she builds her frames
in order to drop a painting into them quickly at a plein air
competition. With a flex-point gun, she places the flex-points
in the frame ahead of time. She uses 1” foam core spacers
which are in place and ready to go. Any spacer will work. 

Tara added that each of us has to find our own voice and not
feel we have to paint like her or anyone else. She believes
one's painting should reflect one's natural personality. She
never tells herself “you can’t” do this or that. Tara Will was an
inspiration to us all.

Tara's f inal demo painting Tw o paintings Tara brought along show ing her frames and style.

OUR FEATURED ARTIST - Rebecca Shorb



"Baptism of Fire" "Blueberry Fields Forever" "Rock My World"

Rebecca Yates Shorb is a plein air artist
living and painting in Pennsylvania and Maine.
She conducts “Plein Air Artists -The Real
Thing”, a group of 25 artists who paint together
in Mid-Coast Maine. She received an
undergraduate degree from Frostburg
University and did graduate studies at
Georgetown, McDaniel and Towson. 

Rebecca taught in the Frederick County School
system for 28+ years. After retirement she
studied with Albert Handell, Terry Ludwig and
Doug Dawson. Rebecca will give a demo at the
opening show for "Pastel Painters of Maine" in
May. Her passion is mentoring artists new to
the pastel medium, discovering new surfaces
and experimenting with new approaches.

Her work has been juried into National and
International Shows and won numerous awards.
She holds Signature membership in Pastel
Painters of Maine, Degas Pastel Society and
Maryland Pastel Society. compelling he

Paintings above:
"Closed", and "Morning is Mine"

Left: "Pemaquid Retreat"

HOW CAN YOU A FEATURED ARTIST?

Signature Members may sign up to be a Featured Artist by sending an email
to mpsnews18@gmail.com. You will need to provide a short write-up and five to seven
jpeg images upon acceptance.

Also, Signature Members, if you would like to update your images on the MPS web page
gallery, please contact Joyce Lister by email listerstudio@comcast.net.

mailto:mdpastels18@gmail.com
mailto:listerstudio@comcast.net


NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

"Dusk Falls" by Loriann Signori

Loriann Signori’s painting,
"Dusk Falls" will be included into
the International Association of
Pastel Societies (IAPS) 34th
Juried Exhibition at the 2019
IAPS Convention Pastel World
Exhibition in Albuquerque NM,
June 3-9, 2019.

"Wyeth's w indow " by Barbara Berry

Barbara Berry's pastel painting
"Wyeth's window" was juried into
the 25th annual Renaissance in
Pastel Show 2018 and the
jurors, Aline Ordman, Lyn
Asselta and Christine Swann
awarded the pastel with the
Maryland Pastel Society Award!

“Orange Crush” by Betsy Kellum

Betsy Kellum’s still life “Orange
Crush” was accepted into the
2019 IAPS 34th Juried
Exhibition in Albuquerque NM.
Her pastel, “The Three R's" was
accepted into the Inaugural
International Guild of Realism's
Winter Salon Online Exhibition.
You can find her piece in the
current April edition of American
Art Collector magazine. The
entire exhibition can be viewed
online from March 20 thru May
20 at www.realismguild.com

Desiree Holmes Scherini will teach a one-day Plein Air
Workshop (above) at Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts,
Sunday, May 19, 2019, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm In Annapolis,
MD This one-day workshop will explore scenic areas in
and around Annapolis with the goal of a finished
painting.The workshop is appropriate for all levels with a
basic understanding of the materials.
For more information go
to www.artistdesireescherini.com.

"Shenandoah Grass" by
Barrie Leigh

Earlier this year, Barrie
Leigh was juried as an
Associate Member into the
Pastel Society of America.
You may have seen some
of the paintings he
submitted near the
speaker's podium at our
January Winter meeting.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Please join us in a very warm welcome to
our new MPS members:
Cindy Beyer

Bill McCauley
Eileen Pollock
Donna Richardson

http://www.realismguild.com
https://www.artistdesireescherini.com/classes-and-workshops.html


Jeanne Casciola
Wendy DeCourcey
Jacqueline Eastwick
Jennifer Hope Hanes
Mark Hoelter
Gail Hurwitz
Robert Ingram
Wendy Johnston

Carolyn Stewart
Sandra Wolf
Louise Zeller

Congratulations new Signature members:
Jeri Greenberg
Patricia Albright Wilt

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

Margaret Evans Landscape Workshop
May 29th through June 1st at Havre de Grace, MD.
This highly anticipated 4-day plein air pastel workshop will take place at several scenic
locations such as the Steppingstone Farm Museum, the old Gristmill, and downtown
Havre de Grace by the shores of the Susquehanna River and Chesapeake Bay. 
Margaret Evans is a Scottish contemporary artist and is one of the UK's leading art
instructors. Margaret is a Signature member of the Pastel Society of America, Pastel
Artists of Canada, Art du Pastel en France and LAI. Her book, Pastels Unleashed, is a
favorite resource for pastellists and will be available for sale during the workshop.
Margaret is an excellent, inspiring workshop instructor for all levels. Generous with
information and help, she provides students with a great deal of individual attention. View
her work at http://www.shinafoot.co.uk.
Aline Ordman Workshop 
October 14th through 16th at Artists and Makers Studio 2, Rockville, MD
Our exciting 3-day indoor workshop will take place days before our biennial national
exhibition, "Shades of Pastel." Aline Ordman will be our distinguished Juror for the
exhibit. She received her BFA at Cornell University, and continued her training at the
Academy of Art College in San Francisco, earning a degree in Illustration. Aline is a
Master Pastelist with the Pastel Society of America, a Signature Member of the American
Impressionist Society and a Master Circle Pastelist with the International Association of
Pastel Societies (IAPS). She was featured in an article in the February issue of the Pastel
Journal and she has been honored with awards at the 33rd, 34th and 38th Annual Juried
Shows of the Pastel Society of America in New York City. View her work
at ordman@sover.net 

A WORD ABOUT PLEIN AIR

Margaret Evans does not have a supply list for her workshop. To find out what to bring
along, go to checklist to get into the MPS website. Once you get to the page, click on the
checklist link to review the supplies you will need to paint plein air. This information will
also be helpful for you to participate in plein air group outings we are planning for this
spring and summer.

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS

MPS Juried Artist Members Exhibition, "New Perspectives"
July 12th to September 9th, 2019 at the Kentlands Mansion in Gaithersburg, MD 
Drop off date for framed artwork: July 8. Acceptance will count towards Signature
Membership and there will be prizes and ribbons awarded. The juror of awards is David
Lawton, long-time MPS Signature Member and past president of Maryland Pastel
Society. Visit his work at davidlawtonfineart.com.To view more details and 
the Prospectus, which you must follow closely, click on marylandpastelsociety.com to find
"New Perspectives".

http://www.shinafoot.co.uk
http://www.ordman@sover.net
http://marylandpastelsociety.com/about/events/PAINT-OUTS/1909
http://www.davidlawtonfineart.com
https://marylandpastelsociety.com/abouut/events/EXHIBITIONS/1890


MPS Biennial National Juried Exhibition, "Shades of Pastel 2019" 
November 16th to January 6th, 2020 at Strathmore Mansion, Rockville, MD
Drop off date for framed artwork: October 18th, shipped items must arrive October 21st-
22nd. Juror and Judge: Aline Ordman. See more information below.

SHADES OF PASTEL BIENNIAL JURIED NATIONAL EXHIBTION

We are excited to announce that the Maryland Pastel Society Shades of Pastel 2019
National Juried Exhibition will return to the Strathmore Mansion in Bethesda, MD. The
dates are from November 16th, 2019 through January 5th, 2020. Our entry information
can be found at onlinejuriedshows.com and to get the prospectus go to SOP prospectus
to find the Call to Entry on our web page.

Our juror and judge for the exhibition will be Aline
Ordman. Aline lives in New England and is a Master
Pastelist with the Pastel Society of America, a Signature
Member of the American Impressionist Society and a
Master Circle Pastelist with the International Association of
Pastel Societies (IAPS). She has juried the Pastel Society
of America's National Juried show; Pastel Journal's Top
100 Animal and Wildlife Competition, the Pastel Society of
New Mexico's Annual Juried Show and the Adirondack
Plein Air Festival Awards. She is also well known among
plein air painters and is a popular instructor. Visit her work
at ordman@sover.net

“On the Pond” by Aline Ordman. 16"x20" pastel

Strathmore is a premier art institution of
the mid-Atlantic region, hosting dozens of
exhibitions a year in its historic Mansion.
Strathmore is a multi-disciplinary nonprofit
arts center and presenting organization
based one-half mile outside the Capital
Beltway in North Bethesda, Maryland.

Strathmore Mansion

Best known for performances and events at the Music Center at Strathmore, the
organization has been presenting accessible, affordable visual and performing arts in the
smaller Mansion at Strathmore and all over its 16-acre site since 1981. Strathmore also
presents programs throughout the community and at a new 250-seat venue, AMP, at
Pike & Rose.

In conjunction with Shades of Pastel 2019, our juror and judge, Aline Ordman, will
conduct a 3-day indoor workshop from November 14-16. More information will be
available at our Spring General meeting in April 2019.  

OTHER UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

The Mt. Airy Arts Alliance has offered us an opportunity to connect with the community at
the Mt. Airy Arts Festival, June 22nd, held at Watkin's Park, Mt. Airy, MD, from 10 am to 3
pm. Find the Festival flyer at mtairyartsfest.com No need to attend the event to display
work for sale, but we ask that paintings be brought to our next MPS meeting, April 27th to
be received by Laurie Basham, events coordinator or Kim Stone, president. Unsold work
can be picked up at the summer meeting, July 13th, or you can make other
arrangements. We are asking for smaller works selling in the range of $200. No
commission fee. Anyone who would like to paint plein air the day of the event is welcome.
Please e-mail lauriebashamfineart@gmail.com if you are interested in participating by
May 21st.

https://www.onlinejuriedshows.com/Default.aspx?OJSID=36097
https://marylandpastelsociety.com/about/events/SHADES_OF_PASTEL_NATIONAL_EXHIBITION/1913
http://www.ordman@sover.net/
http://www.mtairyartsfest.com/
mailto:www.lauriebashamfineart@gmail.com


Pastel Society of America's 47th Annual Exhibition, "Enduring Brilliance!" is now
accepting entries with more than $40,000 in cash and prizes. Online entry deadline is
June 17th. For more information and a link to the prospectus go to
pastelsocietyofamerica.org.

Make it a habit to regularly check onlinejuriedshows.com for a range of current exhibits
from across the country that you may be interested in entering. Simply click on any
one of a number of listings for more information and a prospectus. Our own "SOP
2019" will be listed there this spring.

PLEASE GET INVOLVED

MPS will be in need of a new treasurer after next year. Mary Anne Warner has served
many years and would like to step down. Ideally, a Signature member should come
onboard months before Mary Anne steps down to work with and have a seamless
transition. Please contact a board member if you are willing to contribute your time and
talents to this effort.

At the moment, we would especially like to have two people step up to help with
refreshments at general meetings. One brings beverages while the other brings cups
and paper products. If no one can help, beginning with our summer meeting, we will ask
that each of you bring your own beverage.

PARTING THOUGHT

"A painting is a window to the universe of your design." Richard McKinley

Maryland Pastel Society
| mdpastelsociety@gmail.com | http://www.marylandpastelsociety.com

P.O. Box 54
Riderwood, MD 2113

http://www.pastelsocietyofamerica.org
http://www.onlinejuriedshows.com/
mailto:mdpastelsociety@gmail.com
http://www.marylandpastelsociety.com/

