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PLANNING CALENDAR

Sept 14: MPS Board Meeting
Oct 19: Fall meeting, Noon to 4:00 pm
Gary J. Arthur Community Center, Glenwood
Nov 14-16: 3-day Aline Ordman workshop,
Rockville
Nov 17: SOP Opening, Strathmore Mansion,
10701 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852
Dec 15: MPS Board Meeting

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Happy Fall, y’all!

Salutations to Autumn with its cooler days. As the humidity recedes and the air becomes
clear and crisp, evenings display astonishing sunsets to paint or just contemplate. And
as the trees change color and the soybean fields turn bright orange-yellow, we are
treated to a pastelist’s dream! I invite you to share your fall paintings with us at our
upcoming meetings. MPS is full of anticipation as we begin our final months of an exciting
year of learning and loving the medium of soft pastel. 

Our fall general meeting on October 19th highlights a demonstration by landscape and
abstract painter Gail Beem. Known for her strong use of color, Gail's work has been
recognized both regionally and nationally. She has taught numerous workshops and
given many demonstrations in the Pittsburgh, PA area. We look forward to gleaning
knowledge from her expertise.

There are still two openings for our next MPS 3-day workshop with renowned artist Aline
Ordman, November 14th through 16th at Artists and Makers Studio 2, Rockville, MD. If
you are interested in attending please contact Susan Van Eseltine at 410 312-5513 or
susan.ve@verizon.net.

We hope to see all of you at our very prestigious biennial national juried exhibition,
"Shades of Pastel", which will take place from November 16th through January 6th,
2020, at the Strathmore Mansion, 10701 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852. The
opening reception is on Sunday, November 17th, 2019 at the Mansion following an
awards ceremony at 1:30 pm. Aline Ordman will be the juror and judge, and also
demonstrate her technique that day at 11:00 for a cost of $30. 

We are seeking a volunteer to come forward to be our next Treasurer starting 2021. If
you are that person or know of someone we might ask, please see a board member for
more information or pick up a description of responsibilities at our next meeting. 

As always, I encourage you to get to know one another and introduce yourselves to MPS

https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#
https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#
http://marylandpastelsociety.com
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board members. We welcome your ideas as well as need your willingness to volunteer to
make our artistic organization more successful than ever.

See you on the 19th,  
Kim Stone

NEXT MEETING- October 19, 2019- Gail Beem

"The Bend" by Gail Beem

Our fall general meeting, October 19th will
feature the very accomplished artist Gail
Beem. During her demo, she will attempt
to paint a variation of one of her finished
paintings. Gail states "If anyone looks at
my website gailbeem.com they will notice
that many of my paintings include
variations of an original composition. I also
discuss this in my blog at that site."

Known for her strong use of color, Gail
Beem is a Pittsburgh-based artist whose
work has been recognized both regionally

and nationally. Selected as a finalist in the Artist’s Magazine 30th Annual Art
Competition, awarded First Place in the Pastel Painters of Maine’s 13th International
Juried Exhibition for Pastels Only, and an Honor Award in the Richeson 75 International
Pastel Exhibit, she has exhibited in the Northeast National Pastel Exhibition in Old Forge,
New York, the Pastel National at the Wichita Center for the Arts, the Three Rivers Arts
Festivals, the Rittenhouse Square Fine Arts Festivals in Philadelphia, the Boston Mills
Arts Festival, and the Richeson 75 International Landscape and Pastel Exhibits as well
as numerous other regional juried and invitational art shows including Plein Air Mt.
Lebanon, Plein Air Pittsburgh, “Pastel Expressions” at the Southern Alleghenies Museum
of Art at Ligonier Valley, The Butler Museum of Art, Seville Gallery in Cumberland,
Maryland, and “Color and Possibility” at Glass Growers Gallery in Erie, Pennsylvania.

Gail Beem has taught adult continuing education classes, workshops, and lectures on
her work with color harmony. She is a past member of the Associated Artists of
Pittsburgh, and a current member of the Pittsburgh Society of Artists and the Pittsburgh
Pastel Artists League of which she served as president for two years. Her paintings are
included in private and corporate collections in the United States and abroad. She is
represented by Main Exhibit Gallery in Ligonier, PA, Glass Growers Gallery in Erie,
PA, and The Purple Finch in Corey, PA. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------

As always, please remember to bring: lunch for yourself and a recent work to display
and receive feedback. Also, please bring food to share and remember to put your
name in the box for a door prize.

We will continue our swap table  for you to bring unused art supplies to trade or sell. All
transactions are between respective parties and you must take any unsold items with you
at the end of the meeting.

See you on Saturday, October 19th, at the Gary J. Arthur Community Center, 2400
MD-97, Cooksville, MD 21723. Noon to 4:00 pm.

RECENT MEETING- July 13, 2019- David Allison

We were treated to an informative
discussion with photographer David
Allison at our summer general meeting
on July 13th. He walked us through many
aspects regarding best practices when

http://www.gailbeem.com
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Recreation-and-Parks/Facilities/Gary-J-Arthur-Community-Center


photographing artwork for show
entries. Topics covered included camera
settings, basic copy set up and lighting
considerations. David would not use a
“point and shoot” camera for anything
more than recording (left). He much
prefers a single-lens reflex camera (SLR)
to digitally reproduce art.

David said the manual (M) setting on your
SLR camera allows you more control and
favorable results. Automatic focus is
perfectly usable, but stay away from
automatic exposure. David also warned
against using automatic white balance
and suggested instead to use a white
card and take a picture set on custom
white balance to achieve the proper
setting. The F-stop, or size of the hole in
the lens, should be set at F8 or F11

because a smaller aperture gives you a better focus.

For the purpose of shooting your work inside, the ISO should be set low, say 65,
100 or 200. Make sure to set it back up once again when you go outside to
photograph. Depending on the brand of camera you are using, have the ISO set
at its lowest setting. Set the file format to tiff, which will create a low ISO. You can
change the tiff file to a jpeg file later, when you save images for other purposes.
Every time you open a jpeg image you loose a small bit of resolution. Master files
should be saved as tiffs only.

David passed out a sketch (left) illustrating proper
set up for copying artwork. A tripod is a must and
the camera should be parallel to the artwork. He
places the artwork against a wall to assure that it is
perpendicular to the camera lens. Leave space all
around the format to later crop. The camera should
be square, front to back and side to side. Lights
should be set on either side of artwork at a 45-
degree angle and at equal distance from the
artwork. The camera is set up in between lights and
all are pointing to the center of the artwork. All other
light sources in the room should be turned
off. Tungsten or LED lights are acceptable. 

Have you ever framed something and then realized
you forgot to photograph it first? David talked about
the solution to photographing under glass, which
reflects everything around it. Your set up is the

same with the addition of a large black piece of matt board or foam core with a small hole
cut out of the center just large enough for your camera lens. There is nothing for the
glass to reflect.. Try it; it works!

Finally we discussed Image processing. This
varies depending on what programs you use.
David works in Photoshop. Those of us with
Macs found Preview very useful as well. Steps
include cropping, changing resolution,
changing file format, color balancing and
sharpening. He suggests you standardize
your monitor for optimum functionality. If there
is enough interest, David would be happy to
return to go over image editing techniques,
including preparing images for electronic and



printed distribution. He feels it is a topic of
discussion in itself.

Besides being the husband of MPS member,
Mary Anne Warner, David Allison continues to
be a professional photographer and exhibit
his own work.

This photograph is from David Allison's
series titled “PAr Deux” and is a
continuation of a series he started
eight years ago dealing with the
landscape and environs in south
central Pennsylvania. Images from the
PAr Deux series will be featured in a
show at The Atlantic Gallery, NYC in
September 2020. The title of this image
is “PAr Deux # 316a” .

OUR FEATURED ARTIST - Laurie Basham

"November Walk" by Laurie Basham

Laurie Basham loves using pastels to capture
the beauty of color found in light and shadow,
whether it be a portrait, landscape or still-
life. She enjoys spending time painting plein air
in rural Maryland and is also inspired by her
travels around the country. When she can’t be
outside, she can be found in her studio painting
still life or working from her reference photos of
her grandchildren. 

A native of Rockville, Maryland, Laurie received
her Degree in Art Education from the University
of Maryland in 1985, and just recently retired
after 34 years as a Howard County Public
School art teacher. Since retirement, Laurie has
enjoyed being a full time artist and has received
awards at several local plein air competitions. 

Laurie’s style has changed a bit over the
years. At the beginning of her career in
pastel painting, her style was very
detailed, as she took days to complete a
piece. Now, after being inspired by MPS
guest demonstrations like Tony Allain and
Gail Piazza, her paintings are completed in
just a few hours. Using Tony’s quick
sharpie sketch technique, then an
underpainting using pan pastels, her work
has become more spontaneous.



Sometimes the under-paintings just need a
few touches of pastel sticks for her to feel
the piece is complete. She likes to
experiment with various surfaces to find
the most compatible for her technique, with
favorites being Uart (dark) and Sennelier
La Carte.

"Rainbow  Tutu"

"Sassy Sunglasses" "Halo"

Laurie has exhibited her artwork since the mid 90’s throughout the Maryland and
Northern Virginia. She has had the honor of producing several solo exhibits and
participated in many invitational and juried exhibits. Her most recent solo show was at
Links Bridge Vineyards in Thurmont, Maryland and currently is exhibiting in the Retired
Teacher Show at the Howard County Board of Education. Laurie Basham is a signature
member of the Maryland Pastel Society where she serves on the board as events
coordinator, and is also a member of the Mid-Atlantic Plein Air Painters Association.

Would you like to be a featured artist?

If you are a Signature Member, just send a short write-up about yourself with 4 to 5 JPG
medium-resolution files of your work to mpsnews18@gmail.com and you will be in the
queue to be a featured artist. Just put Featured Artist as the subject line.

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

"Jaja" by Donna Mitchell

Donna Mitchell received notification on June 15, 2019 that she
has been granted Signature Status in the Maryland Pastel

mailto:mpsnews18@gmail.com


Society and about the same time also received Accredited
Member Status in the Maryland Society of Portrait Painters. 

Bob Russin shares with the membership that his painting 
“Stream-bred Ice Balls” will be part of the 2019 biennial SOP
juried exhibit. ALSO, his painting “A Cast of Shadows” will be
part of the Connecticut Pastel Society 2019 annual juried
exhibit. 

“Stream-bred Ice
Balls” (far left)
and “A Cast of
Shadow s” by
Bob Rustin

Susan Klinger's "Suburban Sunrise" was accepted to
Renaissance in Pastel 2019, the national exhibition of
the Connecticut Pastel Society, to be held at Slater
Memorial Museum in Norwich, CT, October 11 to
December 6. She will also be exhibiting her pastel
"Autumn's Last Stand" in the 15th Anniversary
Exhibition of Philadelphia Stories Magazine to be held
at The Cheltenham Center for the Arts, Cheltenham,
PA. November 16 to December 5, 2019. Susan also
has 5 pieces on exhibit at The 431 Gallery in King of
Prussia, PA as part of the Fall Show of the Montgomery
County Guild of Professional Artists. Now to November
20.

Painting by Susan Due Pearcy

Susan Due Pearcy will have 8 pastels on exhibit at
the NIH Clinical Center Galleries from November
to January, 2020.

Michael McGurk was a juror for the Pastel Society
of America 2019 47th annual Enduring Brilliance
exhibition. The show was on exhibit from
September 3 to September 28 at the National Arts
Club in NYC.

"Late Commute" by Lyn Laviana

Lyn Laviana has a solo show "Layers of Color"
exhibiting 27 pastel paintings and screen prints on

display from September 14 to October 12 at



Benfield Gallery, 485 Jumpers Hole Rd, Severna
Park, MD. 21146. Gallery hours are 10 am to 5 pm

Monday - Saturday. Closed Sunday.

"Sw imming into Focus" by Lynn Goldstein

Lynn Goldstein is preparing to teach a pastel and oil
painting workshop in Tuscany, Italy for the second year in a
row from October 5 to October 12. After her return, she will
have a solo exhibition of 30 oil and pastel paintings at the
Weinstein JCC in Richmond, Virginia in the Sara D.
November Gallery from October 30 to December 20.
Opening reception will be Wednesday, October 30 at 7pm
with an artist talk at 7:30pm. 

"Market at Union Square" by Kim Stone

Kim Stone is exhibiting 15 new paintings in a
joint exhibition with oil painter Patricia Keough at

the Carlisle Art Learning Center, 38 W. Pomfret
Street, Carlisle, PA, 17013, from September 27 to

November 2. Gallery hours are 10 am to 5 pm
Tuesday - Friday, 10 am to 3 pm Saturday.

Closed Sunday.

"Quietude" by Paula Eiblum

Paula Eiblum won awards at two Montgomery Art
Association shows this summer. Her pastel "Quietude" won
an Honorable Mention in Landscapes at Creative
Expressions 2019, and Third Prize in Abstracts at the annual
Labor Day show in Kensington for "Is this what Heaven
Looks Like?"

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Currently we have a total of 196 members.
Signature members number 92 and there are 104 Artist members.

Welcome to our new Signature Members
Susan Van Eseltine
William Sweeney

UPCOMING WORKSHOP



Aline Ordman Workshop - Two Spots Left 
October 14th through 16th at Artists and Makers Studio 2, 11810 Parklawn Dr,11810 Parklawn Dr,
Rockville, MD 20852Rockville, MD 20852
This MPS 3-day indoor workshop will take place days before our biennial national
exhibition, "Shades of Pastel." Aline Ordman will be our distinguished Juror for the
exhibit. She received her BFA at Cornell University, and continued her training at the
Academy of Art College in San Francisco, earning a degree in Illustration. Aline is a
Master Pastelist with the Pastel Society of America, a Signature Member of the American
Impressionist Society and a Master Circle Pastelist with the International Association of
Pastel Societies (IAPS). She was featured in an article in the February issue of the Pastel
Journal and she has been honored with awards at the 33rd, 34th and 38th Annual Juried
Shows of the Pastel Society of America in New York City. View her work
at ordman@sover.net 
If you are interested in attending please contact Susan Van Eseltine at 410 312-
5513 or susan.ve@verizon.net.

UPCOMING EXHIBITION
SHADES OF PASTEL BIENNIAL JURIED NATIONAL EXHIBTION

We are excited to announce that the Maryland Pastel Society Shades of Pastel 2019
National Juried Exhibition will return to the Strathmore Mansion,10701 Rockville Pike,
Rockville, MD 20852. The dates are from November 16th, 2019 through January 5th,
2020. 

Our juror and judge for the exhibition will be Aline
Ordman. Aline lives in New England and is a Master
Pastelist with the Pastel Society of America, a Signature
Member of the American Impressionist Society and a
Master Circle Pastelist with the International Association of
Pastel Societies (IAPS). She has juried the Pastel Society
of America's National Juried show; Pastel Journal's Top
100 Animal and Wildlife Competition, the Pastel Society of
New Mexico's Annual Juried Show and the Adirondack
Plein Air Festival Awards. She is also well known among
plein air painters and is a popular instructor. Visit her work
at ordman@sover.net

“On the Pond” by Aline Ordman. 16"x20" pastel

Strathmore is a premier art institution of
the mid-Atlantic region, hosting dozens of
exhibitions a year in its historic Mansion.
Strathmore is a multi-disciplinary nonprofit
arts center and presenting organization
based one-half mile outside the Capital
Beltway in North Bethesda, Maryland.

Strathmore Mansion

Best known for performances and events at the Music Center at Strathmore, the
organization has been presenting accessible, affordable visual and performing arts in the
smaller Mansion at Strathmore and all over its 16-acre site since 1981. Strathmore also
presents programs throughout the community and at a new 250-seat venue, AMP, at
Pike & Rose.

PAST EVENTS

http://www.ordman@sover.net
mailto:susan.ve@verizon.net
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MPS Juried Artist Members Exhibition, "New Perspectives"

This exhibit for Artist members only ran from July 12th to September 9th, 2019 at the
beautiful Kentlands Mansion in Gaithersburg, MD The juror of awards was David Lawton,
long-time MPS Signature Member and past president of Maryland Pastel Society. Visit his
work at davidlawtonfineart.com. Opening reception was held Thursday, August 1st when
all of the winners were presented awards. Each member who was juried in will get one
merit towards a Signature Membership. Thank you to all who participated.

FIRST PLACE "Snow y Cottage" by
Katie Cassidy

SECOND PLACE "Katlyn" by Laura
Brannigan

THIRD PLACE "Spring Blooms" by
Anne Singer

MERIT "Peace"
by Lisa Neil

MERIT "Snow y Path"
by Frankie Lydon MERIT "Boyhood Memories"

by J. Barrie Leigh

MERIT "The Conversation"
by Mary Moore

MERIT "Night on
Market Street"
by Hsiang-Ling
Yao

CONGRATULATIONS to all the winners of this wonderful show!

NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES

"Plenty" by G. Daniel Massad

A retrospective of the pastel paintings of G. Daniel
Massad are now in an exhibition at the Suzanne H.
Arnold Art Gallery at Lebanon Valley College, 75 N.

http://www.davidlawtonfineart.com/


N. White Oak Street, Annville, PA 17003 until
October 20th. There is also a beautiful catalog of
his work for purchase. His paintings are owned by
the National Gallery of Art, The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
Daniel’s paintings in the collection of the National
Gallery will be featured in a pastel exhibition titled
"The Touch of Color" at the National Gallery,
Washington, DC beginning September 29 to
January 29 2020.

We encourage you to seek out opportunities to exhibit your work and
expand your knowledge and experience.

One great resource is OnlineJuriedShows.com where you can click on Current
Shows every month or so to see what exhibit opportunities are available. Look for shows
that are not "members only" and be sure to note the entry deadline. There are more on-
line-only shows available now that might fit your schedule nicely. It will keep you current
and give you new avenues to show your work.

ATTENTION ALL SIGNATURE MEMBERS
(or those of you who plan to be by 2021)!

MPS will be in need of a new treasurer beginning 2021. Mary Anne Warner has
served her term and would like to step down. Ideally, you would come onboard
months before Mary Anne resigns, to work with her and have a seamless
transition. Please contact a board member if you are willing to find out more and
contribute your time and talents to this important effort.

PARTING THOUGHT

"If I could say things in words there would be no reason to paint." Edward
Hopper

Maryland Pastel Society
| mdpastelsociety@gmail.com | http://www.marylandpastelsociety.com

P.O. Box 54
Riderwood, MD 2113
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